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Preamble 

The examination commission 
(“Prüfungskommission”) of the Faculty of 
Humanities and Social Sciences at the 
University of Basel has approved the fol-
lowing guidelines. These guidelines gov-
ern details of the degree subject Master 
of Arts in Social Anthropology. 

The paragraph numbers referenced in 
these guidelines refer to the Regulations 
of the Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences of the University of Basel for 
Master’s Studies (“Ordnung der Philoso-
phisch-Historischen Fakultät der Univer-
sität Basel für das Masterstudium”), dated 
25 October 2018. Should there be any 
contradictions between the study guide-
lines and the master’s regulations (“Mas-
terordnung”) or the study program 
(“Studienplan”) for the Master of Arts in 
Social Anthropology, the master’s regula-
tions or study program for the Master of 
Arts in Social Anthropology shall apply. 

Please consult the relevant docu-
ments at philhist.uni-
bas.ch/de/studium/. 

1. The Master’s De-
gree Subject in So-
cial Anthropology 
at the Faculty of 
Humanities and 
Social Sciences of 
the University of 
Basel 

1.1 Subject area concept and focal 
points in Basel 

Social anthropology is the comprehen-
sive study of humans as social beings. Its 
aim is to understand human behavior in 
various societies and to explain it within 
its social, political, economic, and cul-
tural contexts. 

Social anthropologists focus on both ru-
ral and urban areas. They study everyday 
practices, social and religious move-
ments, the administration of justice, con-
flicts, and the activities of state and inter-
national organizations, and examine how 
local cultures are embedded in regional, 
national, and global contexts. 

Social anthropology explores what it 
means to be human and to become hu-
man in various social, cultural, and his-
torical contexts. It asks: How is the rela-
tionship between the local worlds in 
which people live and the global struc-
tures into which they are embedded 
shaped? This requires social anthropolo-

http://philhist.unibas.ch/de/studium/
http://philhist.unibas.ch/de/studium/
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gists to question and challenge conven-
tional notions of social relationships, eco-
nomic livelihoods, and political power. 
Social anthropologists therefore strive to 
broaden their own perspectives and con-
ceptual frameworks to better understand 
the central challenges of our time. 

While the regional focus of social anthro-
pology at the University of Basel is on Af-
rica and Eastern Europe, our researchers 
also conduct research and teach on Oce-
ania, Asia, Latin America, and the Afro-
Atlantic region, among other areas. 

Research and teaching focus on a range 
of themes, including general social an-
thropology, global economic systems, mi-
gration, mobility and belonging, gender, 
sexuality and kinship, medicine, health 
and the body, and the politics of 
knowledge production. 

From a methodological perspective, the 
program primarily adopts qualitative and 
interpretive approaches. In particular, it 
promotes the development of methods 
capable of capturing current changes 
brought about by globalization. 

1.2 Admission requirements 

Admission without additional require-
ments is granted to applicants who hold 
a Bachelor’s degree in Social Anthropol-
ogy from the University of Basel or who 
can demonstrate equivalent academic 
achievements in Social Anthropology to-
taling 30 credit points, earned at the Uni-
versity of Basel or at a higher education 
institution recognized by the University 
of Basel. 

1.3 Subject-specific requirements and 
recommendations 

The most important personal prerequi-
site for studying Social Anthropology is a 
deep and lasting interest in other people 
and the social contexts in which they 
live, including the relationship between 
people, nature, and objects. In addition 
to curiosity and a willingness to under-
stand, students should also be open to 
engaging with people’s everyday lives as 
the most significant sphere of their lived 
experience, as well as be prepared to im-
merse themselves in these everyday reali-
ties. 

Solid English language skills are essential 
for independent study of specialist litera-
ture, participation in courses and lec-
tures, and research work. Good 
knowledge of French is an advantage. De-
pending on the area of interest, the ac-
quisition of additional foreign languages 
may be required. 

The language of instruction in the mas-
ter’s degree subject Social Anthropology 
is English. Individual courses may be 
taught in German. The program can be 
completed without knowledge of Ger-
man. 

1.4 Academic advice 

The subject-specific academic advising 
service answers all questions related to 
studying Social Anthropology. Contact in-
formation for academic advising can be 
found on the program’s website. 

https://ethnologie.philhist.unibas.ch/en/
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2. Learning out-
comes, qualifica-
tions and profes-
sions 

2.1 Learning outcomes and qualifica-
tions 

The MA in Social Anthropology aims to 
provide students with advanced and in-
depth knowledge and skills in the com-
parative cultural, social, and historical 
analysis of human behavior in different 
societies and environments. 

Building on the foundational knowledge 
of social anthropology acquired at the 
bachelor’s level, students in the master’s 
degree subject are guided to expand their 
theoretical knowledge, deepen their fo-
cus in a specific subfield, and acquire 
specialized knowledge in a research area. 
This enables students to develop their 
own areas of expertise in understanding 
specific forms of social behavior in a 
globalized world. 

Students also learn field research meth-
ods, acquire the ability to design and con-
duct an independent research project, 
and develop skills in analyzing and inter-
preting the resulting findings in relation 
to a theoretical framework, as well as 
presenting them in a scholarly text. 

2.2 Professions 

The competencies acquired during the 
study of social anthropology can be ap-
plied and further developed across a 
broad spectrum ranging from academi-
cally oriented theoretical research to ap-
plied social anthropology. Future social 
anthropologists are often expected to ac-
tively shape their own professional envi-
ronments, which can represent both an 
opportunity and a challenge. 

Thanks to the broad range of knowledge 
acquired during the study of social an-
thropology—for example, the collection 
and processing of complex information, 
as well as writing, reading, and presenta-
tion skills, and the ability to reflect on 
and critically examine social values and 
norms, global contexts, power structures, 
and inequalities—, our graduates find 
employment in a wide range of profes-
sional fields, including NGOs, intercul-
tural communication, international coop-
eration, migration services, refugee sup-
port services, social work, media, public 
relations and journalism, education and 
outreach, museums, archives and inde-
pendent curating, research institutions, 
tourism, the public health sector and sus-
tainability, international companies, di-
plomacy, and politics. 

The master’s degree also qualifies stu-
dents to pursue doctoral studies in social 
anthropology and to participate in basic 
or applied research. 

More detailed information on the compe-
tencies and learning outcomes of this 



4 Guidelines for the Master’s Degree Subject in Social Anthropology 

subject can be found in the qualification 
profile in the appendix. 

3. Program structure 

At the master’s level, students deepen 
their knowledge of theories and topics in 
social anthropology and engage with re-
search methods. The core of the master’s 
degree subject is applied ethnographic 
research. As part of a two-semester 
course on varying topics, students carry 
out their own research project. 

The master’s degree subject Social An-
thropology, in combination with a sec-
ond subject and an elective component, 
leads to a Master of Arts in Social Anthro-
pology and a second subject from the 
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences at the University of Basel, typically 
within a standard period of study of two 
years. 

As a major, the master’s degree subject 
Social Anthropology comprises 65 cred-
its, consisting of coursework totaling 35 
credits and a master’s thesis (30 credits). 
It must be combined with a second mas-
ter’s degree subject (35 credits) and an 
elective component (20 credits), for a to-
tal of 120 credits. 

For the minor, 35 credits are required, 
combined with a second master’s degree 
subject (65 credits) and the elective com-
ponent (20 credits). 

The master’s degree subject Social An-
thropology can be combined with all sub-
jects offered by the Faculty of Humani-
ties and Social Sciences. It is also possible 
to choose certain subjects from outside 
the faculty.
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3.1 Study structure 

Completing the degree subject, CP Modules Eligible course for-
mats 

13 CP, of which 
- 3 CP for a seminar or research semi-

nar 
- 5 CP for a seminar paper 
- 5 CP for electives 

Theory and Themes of Social 
Anthropology 

All in accordance 
with § 7, section 4 
and 5 

17 CP, of which 
- 15 CP for a course 
- 2 CP for a colloquium 

Ethnographic Research course, 
colloquium 

5 CP Master’s examination  
35 CP Minor  
30 CP Master’s thesis  
65 CP Major  
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Column „Completing the degree subject, 
CP“ 
This column lists the minimum require-
ments for successfully completing the de-
gree subject. It provides an overview of 
the study regulations, including the 
credit points to be earned within each 
module, as well as the types of courses 
that must be attended. The number in 
bold represents the total of the individ-
ual requirements for a given module. The 
credit points for seminar papers are in-
cluded and count toward this total. 

The sum of all bold numbers across the 
cells amounts to 35 credits for the minor 
and 65 credits for the major (including 
the master’s thesis). In addition, 20 cred-
its in the elective component are re-
quired for successful completion of the 
master’s degree. (The credits for the elec-
tive component are not shown in the 
study program.) 

All students are encouraged to take 
courses and complete written assign-
ments beyond the minimum require-
ments. These additional achievements 
are recorded in the academic transcript 
and in the final degree documents. 

Compulsory courses listed in the column 
„Completing the degree subject, CP“ 
Compulsory courses are recurring 
courses with the same learning objec-
tives that are listed by title in the study 
program. In the course directory, they 
are assigned the same course number 
each time they are offered. Students 
must complete the compulsory courses 
to pass the module; these courses cannot 
be replaced by other courses. 

Column „Modules“ 
A module is a collection of several 
courses forming a single learning unit, 
whose internal coherence is defined by 
the program’s learning objectives. A 
study program specifies learning out-
comes that must be achieved within par-
ticular modules. 

Column „Eligible course formats“ 
This column lists the types of courses 
that may be offered / credited within the 
respective module. Only the “Completing 
the degree subject, CP” column specifies 
which types of courses students must 
take into account. 

Information on elective credits in the col-
umn „Completing the degree subject, 
CP” 
For elective courses, students may use 
this allocation of free credits to select 
any courses that are linked to the corre-
sponding module in the course directory. 

3.2 Modules 

The four-semester master’s degree sub-
ject, which builds on the Bachelor’s de-
gree, includes courses in the following 
modules: 
• „Theory and Themes of Social Anthro-

pology“ (13 CP) 
• „Ethnographic Research“ (17 CP) 

The module “Theory and Themes of So-
cial Anthropology” involves an in-depth 
engagement with theories relevant to so-
cial anthropology. 
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In the module “Ethnographic Research,” 
students engage with qualitative re-
search, including conducting their own 
fieldwork. 

The master’s degree requires a master’s 
examination (5 credits) and, in the major, 
a master’s thesis (30 credits). 

4. Teaching and 
study formats 

4.1 Course formats 

At the master’s level, the focus is on at-
tending seminars and research semi-
nars, as well as a two-semester course 
involving independent fieldwork (15 
credits). The latter forms the core of 
teaching in the master’s degree subject 
Social Anthropology. This course is dedi-
cated to specific topics that students 
work on individually as part of their own 
research projects, under the guidance of 
the lecturers. In the first semester, stu-
dents develop a research proposal; dur-
ing the break between semesters, they 
collect data; and in the second semester, 
the focus is on data transcription and in-
terpretation. This results in various writ-
ten assignments, including a proposal 
and a research report. Classes are interac-
tive, with an emphasis on collaborative 
learning. 

In the colloquium, students preparing 
for graduation present the topic of their 
master’s thesis to faculty members and 
interested students. This gives them the 
opportunity to discuss key questions re-
lated to their research. In addition, par-
ticipants in the fieldwork course present 
their research projects. The colloquium 
also features guest lectures by scholars 
from Switzerland and abroad on current 
research topics. 
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4.2 Assessment 

All assessments and performance evalua-
tions require active and regular participa-
tion in the relevant courses. 

Student performance is assessed by lec-
turers on a pass/fail basis or graded. The 
grading scale ranges from 6 to 1, with 4 
being the minimum passing grade. 
Grades are awarded in whole or half 
grades: 

6 excellent 
5,5 very good 
5 good 
4,5 satisfactory 
4 sufficient 
<4 insufficient 
 

5. Master’s thesis 
and master’s ex-
amination 

Master’s degree 
The master’s degree serves as proof of 
the successful completion of the master’s 
program. In particular, it is intended to 
demonstrate that students have devel-
oped a coherent social anthropological 
understanding of societies based on the 
individual insights gained throughout 
their studies and are able to apply this 
understanding to specific cases and ex-
amples in both theory and practice. 

Master’s thesis 
The master’s thesis is an independent re-
search project based on the content 
taught in the master’s degree subject and 
on the methodological and theoretical 
approaches of the discipline. The main 
text should generally not exceed 80 
pages. Students have up to nine months 
to complete the master’s thesis. The the-
sis may be written in German, English, or 
French, subject to agreement with the su-
pervisors. 

Students are eligible to begin their mas-
ter’s thesis if, at the time of registration, 
they have earned at least 20 credits 
across both subjects, have fulfilled any 
additional requirements, and have pro-
vided proof of language proficiency. In 
addition, at least one of the required 
seminar papers must have been com-
pleted in the subject in which the mas-
ter’s thesis is being written. Require-
ments and procedures are governed by 
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the Regulations of the Faculty of Human-
ities and Social Sciences at the University 
of Basel for Master’s Studies (§ 17). 

Master’s examination 
An oral master’s examination of 60 
minutes is held in each of the two sub-
jects. For the master’s examination in So-
cial Anthropology, three topics are 
agreed upon that do not overlap with the 
topic of the master’s thesis. Each topic is 
examined for approximately 20 minutes. 
Ideally, the topics are defined three 
months (and no later than one month) 
before the oral examination. The candi-
date submits a reading list, which may be 
revised by the examiner if necessary. 

Students are admitted to the master’s ex-
amination if they have earned at least 25 
credits in the subject, can demonstrate 
completion of at least one of the required 
seminar papers in the subject, have ful-
filled any additional requirements, and 
have submitted any required proof of 
language proficiency (see the Regulations 
of the Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences at the University of Basel for 
Master’s Studies, § 21). 

Examiners are faculty members in Social 
Anthropology who hold a doctoral de-
gree or an equivalent qualification. The 
language of the examination is German, 
French, or English, subject to agreement 
with the examiner. Examination admin-
istration (registration for the examina-
tion, examination organization, includ-
ing the appointment of the chair) is han-
dled by the Dean’s Office of the Faculty 
of Humanities and Social Sciences. 

6. Electives 

Electives (20 CP) are available to all stu-
dents regardless of their degree subject 
or program. They are free to choose any 
courses to acquire these 20 credit points. 
Usually, elective courses aim to help stu-
dents gain general skills (languages, IT, 
rhetorics, etc.), engage in interdiscipli-
nary learning (courses outside the degree 
subject, interdisciplinary courses) and/or 
deepen their knowledge of their own 
subject by taking additional courses in 
Social Anthropology, or earn a certificate. 
Please see the guidelines for elective 
courses at the Faculty of Humanities and 
Social Sciences. 
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7. Further informa-
tion and contacts 

For general information and regulations 
regarding student mobility, please con-
sult: https://www.unibas.ch/en/Studies/In-
My-Studies/Mobility.html. 

Within the framework of the EUCOR pro-
gram, it is possible to take courses at the 
Upper Rhine universities of Strasbourg, 
Freiburg im Breisgau, Karlsruhe, and 
Mulhouse without additional administra-
tive hurdles (https://www.uni-
bas.ch/en/Studies/In-My-Studies/Mobil-
ity/Mobility-Europe/Eucor-Epicur.html). 
These courses are recognized at the Uni-
versity of Basel, either within modules (if 
they fit) or in the elective component. 

Further information on the master’s de-
gree subject Social Anthropology can be 
found in the FAQ section on the website 
https://ethnologie.philhist.unibas.ch/en/. 

7.1 Contacts 

Website of the subject 
https://ethnologie.philhist.unibas.ch/en/ 

Website of the Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences 
Information and documents relating to 
master’s studies, Study Administration 
and Examinations Office, other subject 
areas, etc. 
philhist.unibas.ch 

Website of the University of Basel  
Dates and general information 
https://www.unibas.ch/en/Studies.html 

Online course directory 
https://vorlesungsverzeichnis.uni-
bas.ch/en/course-directory 

University Library 
https://ub.unibas.ch/en/ 

IT Services of the University of Basel 
Support desk, email access, VPN etc. 
https://its.unibas.ch/en/

https://www.unibas.ch/en/Studies/In-My-Studies/Mobility/Mobility-Europe/Eucor-Epicur.html
https://www.unibas.ch/en/Studies/In-My-Studies/Mobility/Mobility-Europe/Eucor-Epicur.html
https://www.unibas.ch/en/Studies/In-My-Studies/Mobility/Mobility-Europe/Eucor-Epicur.html
https://ethnologie.philhist.unibas.ch/en/
https://ethnologie.philhist.unibas.ch/en/
https://ethnologie.philhist.unibas.ch/en/
https://philhist.unibas.ch/de/
https://vorlesungsverzeichnis.unibas.ch/en/course-directory
https://vorlesungsverzeichnis.unibas.ch/en/course-directory
https://its.unibas.ch/en/


Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 11 

List of abbreviations 

 

BA Bachelor’s studies 

ECTS European Credit Transfer System (“Kreditpunkte-System”), sometimes 
also used synonymously with CP 

EUCOR European Confederation of Upper Rhine Universities Strasbourg, Basel, 
Freiburg/Br., Karlsruhe, Mulhouse (https://www.eucor-uni.org/en/) 

CP Credit point(s) 

MA Master’s studies 

UK Teaching committee (“Unterrichtskommission”) 

https://www.eucor-uni.org/en/
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Sample Study Plan MA Social Anthropology 

1. Semester (FS) 

S Seminar and seminar paper from the module «Theory and Themes of Social 
Anthropology» 

8 

Course Two-semester course «Ethnographic Research» (part one) -- 
  8 

 
2. Semester (SS) 

Course Two-semester course «Ethnographic Research» (part two) 15 
 Start master’s thesis -- 
  15 

 
3. Semester (FS) 

C Colloquium 2 
 Completion of master’s thesis 30 
  32 

 
4. Semester (SS) 

 Course(s) of your choice from the module «Theory and Themes of Social 
Anthropology» 

5 

 Master’s examination 5 
  10 

 
Important: This sample study plan, which begins in the fall semester, is intended to show how the 
master’s degree subject in Social Anthropology can be organized so that students can complete their 
studies within the regular period of study (full-time study). 
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Degree Profile 

Master in Social Anthropology 

Organizational unit   Department of Social Sciences, Anthropology 

Degree   MA Social Anthropology 

Scope, Duration, Start   65 ECTS Major, 35 ECTS Minor; 4 semesters (if full time), fall and spring semester 

Language of instruction   English 

Program Goals 

Building on the fundamentals of social anthropology acquired in the bachelor's program, students in the master's program are guided 
in expanding their theoretical knowledge, delving deeper into a specific subfield, and acquiring training in a specific research area. 
Students learn ethnographic methods and acquire the ability to design and carry out an individual research project, evaluate the find-
ings, interpret them in relation to a theoretical framework, and present them in an academic text. 

Program Characteristics 

Orientation   Scientific-oriented education 

Majors   – 

Program structure   The students select a major (65 ECTS), a minor (35 ECTS) and free elective (20 ECTS).  

The curriculum consists of the modules: Theory and Themes of Social Anthropology (13 ECTS); Eth-
nographic Research (17 ECTS); master’s examination (5 ECTS); master’s thesis (30 ECTS, if Social 
Anthropology as major). 

Distinctive Features   While the regional focus of social anthropology at the University of Basel is on Africa and Eastern Eu-
rope, our team also conducts research and teaches on Oceania, Asia, Latin America, and the Afro-
Atlantic region, among other areas.  
Thematic research and teaching focuses on general social anthropology; global economic systems; 
migration, mobility and belonging; gender, sexuality and kinship; medicine, health and the body, and 
the politics of knowledge production.  
In terms of methodology, the subject primarily advocates qualitative and interpretative approaches. In 
particular, it promotes the development of methods that can capture current changes under globaliza-
tion. 

Career Opportunities 

Employment   Development cooperation; intercultural mediation; migration, refugee services and social work; media, 
public relations and journalism; museums, archives and independent curating; tourism; public health 
sector and sustainability; international enterprises; diplomacy and politics. 

Further Studies   Doctorate 
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Teaching 

Approaches   Field research, interactive learning, reflective learning, literature research, research-oriented learning  

Assessments   Oral and written examinations, active participation in courses, term papers, master’s thesis 

Competences 

Generic 
Attitude / Communication 
Approach / Management 

  Students acquire the skills to … 
- examine conceptual alternatives and research literature critically and substantially. 
- deal successfully with diversity. 
- become quickly acquainted with new disciplinary and methodological approaches. 
- test hypotheses, work and design research questions as well as research drafts from conception to 

implementation, choosing suitable approaches and methods. 
- explain and communicate complex and systematic scientific relations and communicate effectively 

and persuasively in written and oral form. 
- defend their own insights from criticism while critically reflecting on own positions. 
- read, understand, revise and write scientific texts. 

Subject-related 
Knowledge / Understanding 
Application / Judgment 
Interdisciplinarity 

  Students acquire the skills to … 
- understand what being and becoming human means across different social, cultural and historical 

contexts. 
- exercise their imagination and decenter common understandings of social relations, economic live-

lihoods and political power. 
- comparatively analyze economic, cultural, and social contexts in different societies and their inte-

gration into regional, national, and global networks. 
- present the relationship between these contexts in a convincing, coherent, and meaningful form. 
- critically reflect the specific disciplinary perspective of social anthropology and to situate it within 

the broader spectrum of subjects and disciplines. 
- know and use ethnographic field research methods. 
- design and carry out an individual research project, evaluate the findings, interpret them in relation 

to the theoretical framework, and present them in an academic text.  

Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the master’s program in Social Anthropology... 
- demonstrate a broad and in-depth knowledge of relevant anthropological theories and literature and can describe as well as apply 

selected current anthropological research fields and questions adequately to a research question. 
- are able to deepen methodologically, conceptually and theoretically selected anthropological questions in fields such as global eco-

nomic systems, mobility and belonging, gender and sexuality, and health and the body and discuss their significance critically and 
relevantly with peers and experts. 

- demonstrate a coherent anthropological understanding of societies on the basis of independent insights and can refer them to theo-
retical and practical examples of individual case study. 

- can recognize and reflect the fundamental anthropological principles based on a concretely experienced reflection of their own so-
cial identity. 

- know empirical research methods in detail and are thus able to describe and select them appropriately, to apply them step by step 
correctly as well to justify the criteria for their choice. 

- can handle specific regional, topical, historical and theoretical anthropological research questions based on accessible sources such 
as publications, archives, collections or on self-collected data, and can critically analyze and interpret their findings in relation to a 
theoretical framework. 

- are able to develop their own research foci by identifying, formulating and refining research questions through context-based and 
comparative analyses of social practices, cultural processes and forms of social action in a globalized world. 

- are able to argue for the chosen scientific approach and to present their results for discussion clearly and adequately in written and 
oral form. 
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